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towards foreigners. It can only have been the fact that
Bulgaria was fighting against Great Britain at that time
which prevented an influx of special excursion-trains from
Scotland.
Upon my return to Constantinople, I was transferred to
Aleppo, and my stay in this glorious Arabian city, the largest
in Syria, was to prove the turning-point of my life; for on
the day after my arrival, on my twenty-third birthday, I
met my spiritual guide there. His influence, which has been
with me ever since, showed the young son of the Western
world the way which leads from the worship of the goddess
Business, with a capital B, to the spheres of higher cognition,
from the egocentric conceptions of the West to the principle
of the impersonal, from the black magic of scientifically
organized barbarism to that tolerance which results from a
feeling of being one with the All.
Aleppo is a geographical centre of paramount importance
between Asia Minor, Syria and Mesopotamia. In the period
prior to the building of the Suez Canal, the town had an
added importance, since it was the junction of all the most
important caravan-routes of the Near East. In my day,
this town, like the clothing and the mentality of its inhabitants,
was still exactly as it had been in the days of the Arabian
Nights, crowned by that mighty citadel which has remained
impregnable for centuries. Stored away in its palaces, in
the khans and in the houses of the wealthy were indescribable
treasures.
Public safety in the town was not much greater than in
the time of the Crusades. It was all in the order of the day
to hear something whizz .past one's ear in the streets after
dark; and the something would not be a bird of song, wing-
ing in the glorious sub-tropical skies, but a bullet being
exchanged between the soldiers who nightly deserted and
the sentries who were supposed to prevent them from doing
so, or possibly a bullet from a former deserter now operating
as a bandit in the vicinity and wishing to greet his comrade